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Conclusions

A main conclusion from the research presented here is that, while philanthropy 

plays a vital part in empowering our society and many different communities 

within it, its impact is circumscribed by the values and passions of private donors. 

If philanthropy is to take on a greater role in creating strong, inclusive and active 

communities, government policy makers must be true to their commitment to 

remove barriers to giving (such as proposing strict new limits on charitable 

tax relief) and enact supportive, consistent and sustainable tax and other 

policies and incentives, which will encourage giving and see it flourish in the 

places where it is most needed. Policies are unlikely to be successful unless 

government, policymakers and charities nudge or persuade donors not just 

to give more, but to give in ways which lead to greater inclusion, diversity, and 

social justice. 

Many of the important levers for encouraging giving – such as creating 

norms, using incentives, raising public awareness of donor contributions and 

encouraging future generations to learn the values of giving – have already been 

highlighted in the Giving White Paper. These will not help to create Big Society, 

however, unless they are explicitly mobilized in ways which direct philanthropy to 

where it is needed, and are driven by clear values. 

It has also been argued in this report that a higher profile needs to be 

given to entrepreneurial philanthropy, which aims to support interventions and 

innovations with the capacity to build and grow community resources in the long 

term, generating tangible and sustainable social change. 
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An era of successful global capitalism has seen huge resources 

now flowing through philanthropy. As the numbers of new philanthropic 

‘world‑makers’ increase, and as policy encourages the further growth of major 

philanthropy, we will need to find ways of ensuring responsible governance of 

such resources. The need for accountability and transparency in philanthropic 

decision‑making will continue to grow in importance, so that the public can see, 

debate and influence the direction of private philanthropy. 

Finally, the research has suggested that expectations of philanthropy may 

be far outstripping its capacity. If the ideals of Big Society are to be achieved, 

there will be an ongoing need for government to target its reduced resources to 

those whom philanthropic resources do not reach. 


